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Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by addressing Jesus 
as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous claim that Jesus is the rightful king. Could 
our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust powers that be? Bartimaeus won’t give up or go 
away quietly, but repeats his call for help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayers 

an honest answer to Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
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P: Pastor    A: Assisting Ministers    C: Congregation  

 

PRELUDE 
 
Improvisation 
Voluntary       John Stanley 
Improvisation on Italian Hymn 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING OF JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS AND NETWORK MEMBERS   (insert) 

 
GATHERING 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 
P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to 
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN    ELW 673 

God, Whose Almighty Word 

1 God, whose almighty word 
 chaos and darkness heard 
 and took their flight: 
 hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the gospel day 
 sheds not its glorious ray, 
 let there be light. 
 
2 Christ, who once came to bring, 
 on your redeeming wing, 
 healing and sight; 
 health to the troubled mind, 
 sight where illusions blind; 

 oh, now to humankind 
 let there be light. 
 

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt. 

 
 

GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE   ELW p. 139  
 
A: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father: receive our prayer.  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 
P:  Let us pray. 
Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal 
compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect your good-
ness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

 
THE WORD  

 
 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:7-9 
7Thus says the LORD: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O LORD, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
    P: The Word of the Lord  
    C: Thanks be to God 
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Psalm:  Psalm 126 
(First time through, organ; second time through, cantor; third time through, congregation). 

 
Refrain:   
 

 

 

 

     

 

Tone:  

 

  
  
 
 
  
 
1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.” R 
 3The LORD has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. 
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R 
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Second Reading: Hebrews 7:23-28 
23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from contin-
uing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25Con-
sequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them. 
  26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, sepa-
rated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no 
need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this 
he did once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are 
subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son 
who has been made perfect forever. 
P: The Word of the Lord  
 C: Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW p. 142 
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Gospel: Mark 10:46-52 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
46As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, 
a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered 
him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus 
stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; 
get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then 
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My 
teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately 
he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord   
C:  Praise to You, O Christ 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
SERMON 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 779 
 
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
 
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound  
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
          Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 
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THE BLESSING OF THE QUILTS  (insert) 
 
 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell: 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
A:  Lord in your mercy.     
C:  Hear our prayer.   
 
PEACE     
 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always!     
C:  And also with you!        
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MEAL 
 

OFFERATORY ANTHEM 
 
We Glorify Thy Name by Franz Joseph Haydn 

 
No checkbook? Scan the box to give online!    
Or visit http://bit.ly/NRKUZv, or use the Give+ app on your phone.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    ELW 144 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD…”   ELW 144 
 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth is full of your glory.  
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER    ELW 145 
          
C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.     
 

http://bit.ly/NRKUZv
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You may commune where you are seated with the elements you brought with you, or you may 
come forward from the center aisle and Pastor will place, in your open hand, a gluten free wafer 
which you may then dip into the chalice of wine held by the Assisting Minister. After you have 
dipped the bread into the chalice of wine, you may return to your seat by the side aisle. 

 
LAMB OF GOD    ELW 146 
 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

 
A: POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
SENDING 

  
BLESSING   
   

P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen.      

 
SENDING HYMN       ELW 551 
 
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
 

1 The Spirit sends us forth to serve;  
 we go in Jesus' name 
 to bring glad tidings to the poor, 
 God's favor to proclaim. 
 
2 We go to comfort those who mourn 
 and set the burdened free; 
 where hope is dim, to share a dream 
 and help the blind to see. 
 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 
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DISMISSAL    ELW p.146 
 
P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  

 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
Improvisation on Chesterfield 

 
 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings and Psalm 
 

Readings for Sunday, October 31, 2021 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
I will write my law in their hearts, says the LORD 
 
Psalm 46 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 
 
Romans 3:19-28 
Justified by God’s grace as a gift 
 
John 8:31-36 
Jesus says, Continue in my word and you will know the truth 
 

 
 
 
Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; Psalmody: Augsburg Fortress, 

copyright © 2009. Used by Permission. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress Annual Liturgy License #22252; Hymns 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-10-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-10-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-10-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-10-31/0
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