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GATHERING 
 

Prelude 
   

Announcements 
Confession and Forgiveness: 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 
endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We 
place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that you provide 
enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do 
not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your 
grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life.  Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn   ELW #339 Christ, the Life of All the Living 



 
 

Greeting 
 



Glory to God    ELW page 139 

 
Let us pray.  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen 
  

First Reading:       Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I 
live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives 
are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins 
that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? 
Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and 
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall 



die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is 
lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of 
Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 
ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.                              
   The Word of the Lord                                   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 25:1-9 
First time through the refrain, Organ; Second time through, Cantor; Third time, Congregation 

  

   
1To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths. R 
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. R 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 
any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 



 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
The Word of the Lord                                                 Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation   ELW page 142   Alleluia 

 
 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32                   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly 
I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.”           The Gospel of our Lord.                          Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
Hymn of the Day   ELW #349  Ah, Holy Jesus 



  

 
 
Apostles’ Creed   ELW page 105 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession:   Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great. 
Peace:   The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
  

Offering Daß Herz und Sinn, o schwacher Mensch Georg Philipp Telemann



 

Dass Herz und Sinn, o schwacher Mensch,  
In dir sich nicht von deinem Schöpfer wende,  
So denke für und für ans Ende! 
 
Bedenke stets das Ende deines Lebens, 
Bedenke stets das Ende dieser Welt,  
Eh ‘beides sich, o Sünder, eingestellt! 
 
Sonst wird dire jenes lauter Schrecken,  
Und dieses lauter Angst erwecken; 
Denn wer sich hier nicht in Bereit schaft hält, 
Dem kömmt die Reue dort vergebens, 
Der Baum liegt, wie er einmal fällt. 
 
Nein! Sparre deine Busse nicht, 
Bis dir der Tod beinah die Augen bricht.  
Wie schwer ist’s, bei geschwächten Sinne,  
Noch Kraft zur Busse zu gewinnen! 
 
So bald alsdann das Leben nur aufgegeben, 
Beschliesst sich auch die Gnadenzeit, 
Und öffnet sich dafür das Tor der Ewigkeit.  
Zu dem, wie leichtlich, kann’s geschehn,  
Dass wir, auch ohne Sterben, 
Der ganzen Welt Verderben, 
Und den Gerichtstag, plötzlich sehn! 
 
Wenn also mehr, als tausend Donner knallen,  
Wenn Furcht und Bangigkeit die Menschen 
überfallen, 
Wenn dieser heulet, jener bebet, 
Die ganze Kreatur in Angst und leiden schwebet,  
Und sich so gar Himmelsfeste trennen: 
Wer wird (ach niemand wird’s) sich da bekehren 
können? 
 
Drum suche. Weil du kannst, für deine Seele Ruh! 
Bekehre dich in dieser Stunde! 
Ja, was am sichersten so gleich in diesem Nu! 
Lass Tod und Hölle dir allzeit in Gedanken sein,  
Und präge dies dem Herzen ein: 
Der Richter kommt, er kommt gewiss und schnelle! 
 
Lebe so, dass nach dem Leben dich das Ende 
krönen kann! 
Mache, dass der letzte Tag dich bereitet finden mag! 
Denn so darf vor seinen Plagen keine Seele nicht 
verzagen. 
Wenn die stärksten Helden beben, 
Gehet dein Vergnügen an. 

Your heart and mind, o weak man,  
Not from your Creator turn, 
So think for and for the end! 
 
Always remember the end of your life, 
Always remember the end of this world,  
Eh ‘both ceased, o sinner! 
 
Otherwise you will be terrified 
And arouse this sheer fear; 
Because whoever does not keep ready here  
Repentance comes therefore in vain, 
The tree lies as it falls. 
 
No! Spare your penance not, 
Until death almost breaks your eyes. 
How difficult is it when the senses are weakened.  
Still, win strength to repent! 
 
So soon, then, life gives up, 
The time of grace also decides, 
And for it, the gate of eternity opens. 
How easily can it happen 
That we, even without dying,  
All the world ruin, 
And suddenly see Judgement Day! 
 
So, if more than a thousand thunders crack,  
When fear and anxiety attack, 
When this one howls, this one shakes, 
The whole creature floats in fear and suffering, 
And so even separate heavenly festivals: 
Who will (oh no one will) be able to convert? 
 
 
 
So search. Because you can, rest for your soul!  
Convert yourself in this hour! 
Yes, which is safest, right now! 
Let death and hell always be in your mind, 
And let them impress this on the heart: 
The Judge is coming, he comes surely and quickly! 
 
Live so, that after your life, the end can crown you! 
Make so that the last day may find you ready! 
Because in this way, no soul should not be despaired 
When the strongest heroes tremble, 
Concern your pleasure. 
  



 
The Great Thanksgiving   ELW page 144 

  
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord   ELW page 144 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer   ELW page 145 (Contemporary) 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 



and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.  

 

Lamb of God   ELW page 146 

 
 

Communion Motet  



Post-Communion Prayer 
 

SENDING 
Benediction 
 

Sending Hymn   ELW #520 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word   
 

 



 
Go in peace. Share the good news.                           Thanks be to God. 
Postlude 
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