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P: Pastor

A: Assisting Ministers

C: Congregation

PRELUDE
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, “Come now, Savior of the nations”

J. S. Bach

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADVENT 1
In this season of longing and anticipation,
draw us together, Lord, in unity,
C: that our praise and worship might echo in these walls
and also through our lives.
In this season of longing and anticipation,
draw us together, Lord, in mission,
C: that the hope within might be the song we sing
and the melody of our lives.
In this season of longing and anticipation,
draw us together, Lord, in service,
C: that the path we follow might lead us
from a stable to a glimpse of eternity.
“Opening Prayer” excerpted from John Birch’s Prayer for Advent. Used by permission.

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah ELW 240
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures
forever.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Merciful God,
C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. Instead
of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on
the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
P: God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.
C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
Fling Wide the Door ELW 259
1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate;
the King of glory comes in state;
the Lord of lords and King of kings,
the Savior of the world who brings
his great salvation to the earth.
So raise a shout of holy mirth
and praise our God and Lord,
Creator, Spirit, Word.
2

He is the rock of our belief,
the heart of mercy's gentle self.
His kingly crown is holiness;
his scepter is his loveliness;
he brings our sorrows to an end.
Now gladly praise our king and friend,
and worship him with song
for saving us from wrong.

3

Oh, happy towns and blessed lands
that live by their true king's commands.
And blessed be the hearts he rules,
the humble places where he dwells.
He is the rightful Son of bliss
who fills our lives and makes us his,
creator of the world,
our only strength for good.

4

Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ;
our hearts are open wide in trust.
Oh, show us now your lovely grace,
upon our sorrows shine your face,
and let your Holy Spirit guide
our journey in your grace so wide.
We praise your holy name,
from age to age the same!

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

GREETING ELW p.147
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
KYRIE ELW p.193
A: Let us pray to the Lord.

A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW 251
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior's praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,
and I am full of grace.
Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age
this blessing shall proclaim—
great wonders you have done for me,
and holy is your name.

3

To Israel, your servant blest,
your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
give honor to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.

Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
THE WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping
community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
1
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2

In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the
mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

PSALM: Psalm 122
(First time through, organ; second time through, cantor; third time through, congregation)
Refrain:

Tone:

1

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”
2
Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. R
5
For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7
Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.” R

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14
A reading from Romans.
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ’s coming in the future.
11
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p.198

GOSPEL: Matthew 24: 36-44
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and
wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear;
the evening is advancing,
and darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising
and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
at midnight comes the cry.
2 The watchers on the mountain
proclaim the bridegroom near;
go forth as he approaches
with alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
the gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
the bridegroom is at hand.

3

4

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907

The saints, who here in patience
their cross and suff'rings bore,
shall live and reign forever
when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
the Lamb they shall behold;
in triumph cast before him
their diadems of gold.
Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!

APOSTLE’S CREED ELW p.105
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: God, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: In Jesus’ name we pray.
C: Amen.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
MEAL
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER

OFFERTORY MUSIC
Keep your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
arr. K. Lee Scott
Keep your lamps trimmed and a-burning, for this work’s almost done.
Children, don’t grow weary, for this work’s almost done.
Darker midnight lies before us, Christians, don’t grow weary, for this work’s almost done
Lo, the Bridegroom soon is a-rising, for this work’s almost done.
No checkbook? Scan the box to give online!
Or visit http://bit.ly/NRKUZv, or use the Give+ app on your phone
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 199
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also, with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

ELW p.200

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER ELW p.201
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
COMMUNION
You may commune where you are seated with the elements you brought with you, or you may
come forward from the center aisle and Pastor will place, in your open hand, a gluten-free wafer
which you may then dip into the chalice of wine held by the assisting minister. After you have
dipped the bread into the chalice of wine, you may return to your seat by the side aisle.
LAMB OF GOD ELW p.201

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
SENDING
BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN
Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding! ELW 246
1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!
"Christ is near," we hear it say.
"Cast away the works of darkness,
all you children of the day!"
2

3

Wakened by the solemn warning,
from earth's bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.
See the Lamb, so long expected,
come with pardon down from heav'n.

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all, to be forgiv'n;
4

So, when next he comes in glory
and the world is wrapped in fear,
he will shield us with his mercy
and with words of love draw near.

5

Honor, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son
with the everlasting Spirit
while unending ages run!

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878

DISMISSAL ELW p.155
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Canzona

Dietrich Buxtehude
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