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P: Pastor     A: Assisting Ministers      C: Congregation 

 
PRELUDE 
Variations on “As We Gather at Your Table”     Raymond Haan 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 
in your hearts through faith. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN 
Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!     ELW 382 
1 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
 Christ is risen from the dead! 
 Gratefully our hearts adore him 
 as his light once more appears; 
 bowing down in joy before him, 
 rising up from griefs and tears. 
 

Refrain 
 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 
 Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

2 Christ is risen! All the sadness 
 of our Lenten fast is o'er; 
 through the open gates of gladness 
 he returns to life once more; 
 death and hell before him bending 
 see him rise, the victor now, 

 angels on his steps attending, 
 glory round his wounded brow.  Refrain 
 

3 Christ is risen! All the sorrow 
 that last evening round him lay 
 now has found a glorious morrow 
 in the rising of today. 
 See the grave its firstfruits giving, 
 springing up from holy ground; 
 Christ was dead, but now is living; 
 he was lost, but he is found.  Refrain 
 

4 Christ is risen! Henceforth never 
 death or hell shall us enthrall. 
 We are Christ's, in him forever 
 we have triumphed over all. 
 All the doubting and dejection 
 of our trembling hearts have ceased; 
 hail the day of resurrection! 
 Let us rise and keep the feast.  Refrain 

 

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 

 
GREETING      
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE     ELW p. 140 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing and glory are his.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  



PRAYER OF THE DAY       
P:  Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us 
with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Acts 3:12-19 
A reading from Acts. 
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel 
have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering 
them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare 
at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 
him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 
15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 
16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; 
and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way 
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 
19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
P:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM:  Psalm 4 
(First time through, organ; second time through, cantor; third time through, congregation) 
Refrain: 

 
Tone:  

 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful; 
  the LORD will hear me | when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed. R 
 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 
  and put your trust | in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness | in my heart, 
  more than when grain and | wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure. R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING:  1 John 3:1-7 
A reading from 1 John. 
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our 
future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope 
in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was 
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one 
who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone 
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
P:  The word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW p. 142 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL:  Luke 24: 26b-48 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand 
him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the 
message of repentance and forgiveness. 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are 
you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see 
that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy 
they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 
42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

God loves me, Jesus is my friend, and church is a great place to be. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON  
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY 
As We Gather at your Table     ELW 522 
1 As we gather at your table,  

as we listen to your word, 
help us know, O God, your presence;  
let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story  
till we claim it as our own; 
teach us through this holy banquet  
how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 

2 Turn our worship into witness 
in the sacrament of life; 
send us forth to love and serve you,  
bringing peace where there is strife. 
Give us, Christ, your great compassion  
to forgive as you forgave; 
may we still behold your image  
in the world you died to save. 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon  
other guests to share that feast 
where triumphant Love will welcome  

        those who had been last and least. 
There no more will envy blind us  
nor will pride our peace destroy, 
as we join with saints and angels  
to repeat the sounding joy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED      
I believe in God, the Father almighty,   
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      
A:  … God of grace,    
C:  hear our prayer. 
A:  … our resurrected and living Lord.  
C:  Amen. 
 
PEACE      
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
 
No checkbook? Scan the box to give online!    
Or visit http://bit.ly/NRKUZv, or use the Give+ app on your phone 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also, with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/NRKUZv


HOLY, HOLY, HOLY     ELW p.144 

 
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION    
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen 

 
 



COMMUNION  
You may commune where you are seated with the elements you brought with you, or you may 
come forward from the center aisle and Pastor will place, in your open hand, a wafer which you 
may then dip into the chalice of wine held by the assisting minister. After you have dipped the 
bread into the chalice of wine, you may return to your seat by the side aisle, or walk up to the altar 
and kneel for more prayer and reflection.  
 
LAMB OF GOD     ELW p. 146 

 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
SENDING 

 

BLESSING      
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN
The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done     ELW 366 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
1 The strife is o'er, the battle done;  
 now is the victor's triumph won! 
 Now be the song of praise begun. 

Alleluia! 
 
2 The pow'rs of death have done their 

worst; 
 Jesus their legions has dispersed. 
 Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia! 
 
 
 

3 The three sad days have quickly sped, 
 Christ rises glorious from the dead. 
 All glory to our risen head! Alleluia! 
 
4 Christ closed the yawning gates of hell; 
 the bars from heav'n's high portals fell. 
 Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. 

Alleluia! 
 
5 Lord, by the stripes that wounded you, 
 from death's sting free your servants too, 
 that we may live and sing to you. Alleluia! 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum, Köln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909 

 
DISMISSAL      
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Te Deum Laudamus                Dietrich Buxtehude 
 
 
 
 

Readings and Psalm: Sunday, April 21, 2024 
Acts 4: 5-12 
Psalm 23 
1 John 3: 16-24 
John 10: 11-18 

Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; Psalmody: Augsburg 
Fortress, copyright © 2009. OneLicense.com license number A-728681 

 
Assisting Minister:  Ryan Devlin 
Lector:  Barb Bishop 
Acolyte/Crucifer:  Ashley Mock 
Nursery:  Morgan Sponholtz 

  

                 Usher:  Louis Box, Carol Ann Salber, Alita Cooper 
                 Children’s Message:  Sunnie Planthold 
                 Altar Care:  Deb Boatright, Kathy Buffington, Brenda Kappelman 
                 Livestreaming:  Darrah and Adele Buren 

 
 


