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P: Pastor       A: Assisting Minister          L: Lector            C: Congregation  
“(ELW p. 123)” is liturgy (front of the hymnal); “ELW 123” is hymn (back of hymnal) 

 

 
PRELUDE  

… 
 

* Please note your presence in the attendance pad, then pass to your neighbor. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
      who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 
C:   Amen. 
 

P:   Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:   Compassionate God, 
C:  we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
      in the world and in our own hearts. 
      Creation groans from overuse.  
      Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
      Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
      Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
      Turn our hearts back to you. 
      Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
      Renew us to live as your holy people, 
      following the way of Jesus Christ.  
 Amen. 
 

P:   Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
       in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of  
       eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
C:   Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN           All Creatures, Worship God Most High!           ELW 835 

 

 
 
GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.     
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ACS p. 31)  

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY      
P:  Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, 
that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen.   (Please be seated) 

 
RALLY DAY BLESSING 



☩ THE WORD ☩ 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You 

intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 

L:  A reading from Genesis. 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph 
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we 
did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 
instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive 
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 
spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, 
“We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I 
in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 
today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In 
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

The word of the Lord.    
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

“God loves me, Jesus is my friend, and church is a great place to be.  Amen.” 
 
 
 

*The Nursery is available (ages 0-4 only, please) after the Children’s Message.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13 
Refrain: (1st time played by organ only, 2nd time: cantor, 3rd time: congregation)  

 
Tone: 

 
 

 8 LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
   slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; R 
 9 you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
   nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
   nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
   so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is | from the west, 
   so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 13 As a father has compassion | for his children, 
   so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD. R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that 

despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians 

belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 

L:  A reading from Romans. 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling 
over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 
4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord 
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 
stand. 
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the 
day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give 
thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to 
God. 
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, 
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, 
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God. 11 For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Please rise)  (ACS p. 33) 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human 
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P:  21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, 
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not 
pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all 
his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But 
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 
lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 
34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 



entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.          
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.         (Please be seated)     
 
SERMON  
 
(Please rise) 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Where Charity and Love Prevail          ELW 359 

 
 

 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers… 

…Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  … We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PEACE      
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you. (Please be seated after passing of the peace) 
 

Important Note on the Passing of Peace: In the spirit of love and care we ask everyone to 
be mindful of one another’s comfort as we pass the peace. 
 

If you prefer not to shake hands or hug, please simply hold up a peace sign or wear a red 
bracelet or sticker. We will honor these signals when used, by sharing verbal and visual 
greetings without touch. Otherwise, you can safely assume that a handshake is welcome. 
 

Green = contact is okay             Yellow = cautious, please ask               Red = no contact today 



☩ THE MEAL ☩  
 

 

CHORAL OFFERING 
This Holy Place         by Beth Lutrell and Mark Hayes 
 

This Holy Place 
 

We meet within this holy place, apart from noise and strife, 

To center hearts and minds on Him who gives eternal life. 

With willing hearts we wait to feel His healing presence near, 

To fill our souls with quiet joy, to still the source of fear. 

With earnest minds we seek to know the source of endless peace; 

Our Lord with boundless love and grace bids separation cease. 

Let discord go, let conflict die; unite in fervent praise 

Around His table we will join, a grateful hymn to raise. 

The bread, the cup, throughout the years recall the Savior’s care. 

They speak of rich and priceless gifts He came to earth to share. 

By this remembrance we shall see in clearer light, His love. 

Renew our spirits, turn our thoughts to sacred courts above. 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  (Please rise) 
 

No checkbook? Scan the QR box to give online!  
Or use the Vanco app on your phone. Cash or check offerings may be placed in the offering 
plates at the back when entering, or during the passing of the peace. 

 
DIALOGUE  (ELW p. 206) 
P:  The Lord be with you.       
C:  And also with you.  
    

P:  Lift up your hearts.       
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

P:  It is indeed right…       
  

  …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY       (ACS p. 26) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P:  Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your 
praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
C:  We praise you, O God. 
 

P:  Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
C:  We bless you, O God. 
 

P:  We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to 
those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
C:  We thank you, O God. 
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

… Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C:  Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

  

P:  We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among 
your people; throughout the world. 
  

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your 
Spirit, in your church, without end. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   (ELW p. 208) 
P:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION    (Please be seated) 

P:  Come… 
 

ͦ At this time, you may come forward via the center aisle to receive communion.  
ͦ ALL here are welcome to commune.   
ͦ Hold your hands open to receive a wafer from the pastor or assisting minister, or 
hands down to receive a blessing only.  
ͦ Gluten-free wafers are available at the usher’s table or from pastor at the altar. 
ͦ Dip the wafer into one of the following: 

ͦ Silver chalice (wine) ͦ     Ceramic chalice (grape juice) 
ͦ Take and eat, then return to your seat after communing. 
ͦ You may also go up to the altar from the side doors if you wish to kneel for prayer. 

 
LAMB OF GOD  (ACS p. 40) 

 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING     (Please rise) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 



☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

BLESSING  

 
SENDING HYMN   Praise My Soul, the God of Heaven         ELW 864 

 



DISMISSAL      
A:  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
Holy Manna          Wilbur Held 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS AND PSALM:  Sunday, September 20, 2026 
Jonah 3:10—4:11 
Psalm 145:1-8 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 
Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; Psalmody: Augsburg Fortress, copyright © 2009. OneLicense.com license number A-728681 

 

Livestreaming:  Susan Hadl 
Acolyte/Crucifer:   
Lector:  Barbara Bishop 
Altar Care:  Janet Ross, Kathy Sumner Bryan, Sunnie Planthold 
ASL:  Sunnie Planthold 
Ushers:  Mandy Sponholtz, Alita Cooper, Tim Mock 
Cantor:  Jim Cooper  
Assisting Minister:  Scott Sponholtz 
Children’s Message:  Sandy Cooper 
Nursery:  Harlee Donovan 
 


