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P: Pastor       A: Assisting Minister          L: Lector            C: Congregation  
“(ELW p. 123)” is liturgy (front of the hymnal); “ELW 123” is hymn (back of hymnal) 

 

 
PRELUDE 

Cantilena        by Charity Boyles 

 

* Please note your presence in the attendance pad, then pass to your neighbor. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
      who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 
C:   Amen. 
 

P:   Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:   Compassionate God, 
C:  we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
      in the world and in our own hearts. 
      Creation groans from overuse.  
      Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
      Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
      Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 
      Turn our hearts back to you. 
      Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
      Renew us to live as your holy people, 
      following the way of Jesus Christ.  
 Amen. 
 

P:   Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
       in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of  
       eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
C:   Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN                  God Is Here!           ELW 526 

 



GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.     
C:  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE    (ACS p. 31)    

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY      
P:  Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give 
us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and 
guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen.   (Please be seated) 



☩ THE WORD ☩ 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or 
who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 

L: A reading from Ezekiel. 
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of 
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins 
who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn 
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn 
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, 
they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 
29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, 
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 
iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 
Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 

The word of the Lord.    
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

“God loves me, Jesus is my friend, and church is a great place to be.  Amen.” 
 

 
 

*The Nursery is available (ages 0-4 only, please) after the Children’s Message.  

 
 



PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 
Refrain: (1st time played by organ only, 2nd time: cantor, 3rd time: congregation)  

 
Tone: 

 
 1 To | you, O LORD, 
   I lift | up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
   nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
   rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4 Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
   and teach | me your paths. R 
 5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
   for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6 Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
   for they are from | everlasting. 
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
   remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your  
 good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8 You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
   therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9 You lead the low- | ly in justice 
   and teach the low- | ly your way. R 
  
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the 
selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross.  

L: A reading from Philippians. 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own 
interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 

 

 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

The word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (Please rise) (ACS p. 33) 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is 
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
 

P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask 
you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was 
it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, 
‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 
27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

 

  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he 
changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of 
his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it 
you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.         C:  Praise to you, O Christ.          



(Please be seated)     
SERMON  
 
(Please rise) 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways          ELW 772    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers… 

… Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  … We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PEACE      
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you. (Please be seated after passing of the peace) 
 

Important Note on the Passing of Peace: In the spirit of love and care we ask everyone to be 
mindful of one another’s comfort as we pass the peace. 
 

If you prefer not to shake hands or hug, please simply hold up a peace sign or wear a red 
bracelet or sticker. We will honor these signals when used, by sharing verbal and visual 
greetings without touch. Otherwise, you can safely assume that a handshake is welcome. 
 

Green = contact is okay             Yellow = cautious, please ask               Red = no contact today 



☩ THE MEAL ☩  
 

 

CHORAL OFFERING 
All the Ends of the Earth                  by Carl Schalk 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember, 
And turn to the Lord, 
And all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
All the ends of the earth shall remember, 
And turn to the Lord. 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  (Please rise) 
 

No checkbook? Scan the QR box to give online!  
Or use the Vanco app on your phone. Cash or check offerings may be placed in the offering 
plates at the back when entering, or during the passing of the peace. 

 

 
 
DIALOGUE  (ELW p. 206) 
P:  The Lord be with you.       
C:  And also with you.  
    

P:  Lift up your hearts.       
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

P:  It is indeed right…       
  

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY       (ACS p. 26) 
 

 
 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P:  Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your 
praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
C:  We praise you, O God. 
 

P:  Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
C:  We bless you, O God. 
 

P:  We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to 
those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
C:  We thank you, O God. 
 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

… Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

C:   Christ has died.   
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again. 

  

P:  We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among 
your people; throughout the world. 
  

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   (ELW p. 208) 
P:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen 
 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION    (Please be seated) 

P:  Come… 
 

ͦ At this time, you may come forward via the center aisle to receive communion.  
ͦ ALL here are welcome to commune.   
ͦ Hold your hands open to receive a wafer from the pastor or assisting minister, or hands 
down to receive a blessing only.  
ͦ Gluten-free wafers are available at the usher’s table or from pastor at the altar. 
ͦ Dip the wafer into one of the following: 

ͦ Silver chalice (wine) ͦ     Ceramic chalice (grape juice) 
ͦ Take and eat, then return to your seat after communing. 
ͦ You may also go up to the altar from the side doors if you wish to kneel for prayer. 

 
LAMB OF GOD  (ACS p. 40) 

 
 
 
(Please rise) 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING      
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 



☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

BLESSING  
 

SENDING HYMN            Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness            ELW 843 

 



DISMISSAL      
A:  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
Go Forth in Faith       by Franklin Ritter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS AND PSALM:  Sunday, October 4, 2026 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:7-15 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 
 
Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; Psalmody: Augsburg Fortress, copyright © 2009. OneLicense.com license number A-728681 

Livestreaming:  Dave Elson 
Acolyte/Crucifer:   
Lector:  Susan Hadl 
Altar Care:  Jan Dean, Tary Stayton, Leah Larson 
ASL:  Sunnie Planthold 
Ushers:  Bob Sarna, Ruth Sarna, Virgil & Jan Dean 
Cantor:  Sonja Holmgren 
Assisting Minister:  Kirsten Elson 
Children’s Message:  Kate Stephenson 
Nursery:  Kate Stephenson 
 


