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P: Pastor       A: Assisting Minister          L: Lector            C: Congregation  
“(ELW p. 123)” is liturgy (front of the hymnal); “ELW 123” is hymn (back of hymnal) 

 

 
PRELUDE  
Softly and Tenderly           arr. Robert W. Thygerson 
 

* Please note your presence in the attendance pad, then pass to your neighbor. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Let us confess our sin to God.  

  

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Compassionate God, 
C:  we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P:  Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
 

Rest in God’s love.   
C:  Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN       Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty         ELW 533 

 



GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.     
C:  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ACS p. 31)  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY      
P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and 
grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen.   (Please be seated) 



☩ THE WORD ☩ 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the 

Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 

L:  A reading from Isaiah.  
 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12 For you shall go out in joy 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

The word of the Lord.    
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

“God loves me, Jesus is my friend, and church is a great place to be.  Amen.” 
 
 

 

*The Nursery is available (ages 0-4 only, please) after the Children’s Message.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



PSALM: PSALM 65: 9-13 
Refrain: (1st time played by organ only, 2nd time: cantor, 3rd time: congregation)  

 
Tone: 

 
9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the  
  river of God is | full of water. 

   You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
 10 You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
   with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11 You crown the year | with your goodness, 
   and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 
 12 May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
   and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak  

   them- | selves with grain; 
   let them shout for | joy and sing. R 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

L:  A reading from Romans. 
 

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: 
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he 



condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of 
the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are 
in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit 
is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
(Please rise) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     (ACS p. 33) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had 
no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they 
had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought 
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, 
hear!” 
  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 
who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.          
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.         (Please be seated)     

 
SERMON  
 
 
 
 



(Please rise)     
HYMN OF THE DAY      O God, Whose Word Well-Planted         ACS 975 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A:  Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs 
of the world… 
  

A:  … God of grace,  
C:  receive our prayer. 
 

P:  …through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PEACE      
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you. (Please be seated after passing of the peace) 
 

Important Note on the Passing of Peace: In the spirit of love and care we ask everyone to 
be mindful of one another’s comfort as we pass the peace. 
 

If you prefer not to shake hands or hug, please simply hold up a peace sign or wear a red 
bracelet or sticker. We will honor these signals when used, by sharing verbal and visual 
greetings without touch. Otherwise, you can safely assume that a handshake is welcome. 
 

Green = contact is okay             Yellow = cautious, please ask               Red = no contact today 
 

☩ THE MEAL ☩  
 

 

OFFERING SONG:  Create in Me a Clean Heart    ELW 186 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  (Please rise) 
 
No checkbook? Scan the QR box to give online!  
Or use the Vanco app on your phone. Cash or check offerings may be placed in the offering 
plates at the back when entering, or during the passing of the peace. 

 



DIALOGUE  (ELW p. 206) 
P:  The Lord be with you.       
C:  And also with you.  
    

P:  Lift up your hearts.       
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

P:  It is indeed right…       
  

  …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY       (ELW p. 207) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord…          
 

…saying: take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   
C:  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P:  …saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
C:  Do this for the remembrance of me. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER   (ELW p. 208) 
P:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION    (Please be seated) 

P:  Come… 
 

ͦ At this time, you may come forward via the center aisle to receive communion.  
ͦ ALL here are welcome to commune.   
ͦ Hold your hands open to receive a wafer from the pastor or assisting minister, or 
hands down to receive a blessing only.  
ͦ Gluten-free wafers are available at the usher’s table or from pastor at the altar. 
ͦ Dip the wafer into one of the following: 

ͦ Silver chalice (wine) ͦ     Ceramic chalice (grape juice) 
ͦ Take and eat, then return to your seat after communing. 
ͦ You may also go up to the altar from the side doors if you wish to kneel for prayer. 
 
LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 208) 

 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING     (Please rise) 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

BLESSING 
 
SENDING HYMN     On What Has Now Been Sown          ELW 550 

 



DISMISSAL      
A:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
Come, We That Love the Lord              arr. James Mansfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
READINGS AND PSALM:  Sunday, July 19, 2026 
Isaiah 44:6-8 
Psalm 86:11-17 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; Psalmody: Augsburg Fortress, copyright © 2009. OneLicense.com license number A-728681 

 
 

Livestreaming:  Susan Hadl 
Acolyte/Crucifer:  Rowan Larson 
Lector:  Barbara Bishop 
Altar Care: Susan Hadl, Emily Fetsch, Denise Coatney, Diane Bear 
ASL: Sunnie Planthold 
Ushers:  Mandy Sponholtz, Tim Mock 
Cantor:  Sonja Holmgren 
Assisting Minister:  Kirsten Elson 
Children’s Message:  Sunnie Planthold 
Nursery:  Morgan Sponholtz, Kevin Boatright 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


