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P: Pastor A: Assisting Minister L: Lector C: Congregation
“(ELW p. 123)” is liturgy (front of the hymnal); “ELW 123" is hymn (back of hymnal)

PRELUDE
“Rivers” by E. E. Burgstahler
“Tell Me the Story of Jesus” by John Sweney, arr. B.C. Dockery

- Sandy Cooper and Sunnie Planthold, clarinets
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

* Please note your presence in the attendance pad, then pass to your neighbor.

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, source of hope in every nation, rest
for the weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Let us bring every burden to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God of all mercy,

C: we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within
ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with
the evil that dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent
of the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.

Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion and courage
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of

*F Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good.
C: Amen.




GATHERING HYMN Lift Every Voice and Sing ELW 841

0 4 ,
ff
1T I [T | 1 I [T - .-
J \ T T ! T
1 Lift ev-'ry voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - 1y years, God of our si - lent tears,
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ring with the har - mo - nies of lib - er - ty.
felt in the days when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;

|
J T T i y T
Let our re - joic - ing rise  high as the lis - t'ning skies,
yet with a  stead - y beat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - e in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought  us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march on till  vic - to - 1y is won.
where the  white gleam of  our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to  our na - tive  land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938
Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954



GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ACS p. 31)
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I Glo-ry 1o you, God, for yours is the carth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
i Glo-ry 1o you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth,
yours the a noint - ing,  the ra - di - ant worth,
0|
e
p, —o—* : :
Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir-its a flame;
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ours the thanks - giv ing to your ho - ly  name.
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone,




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go
forward in justice and freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of
well-being and harmony, but above all things, give us faith in you, that our
nation may bring glory to your name and blessings to all peoples, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen. (Please be seated)

+ THE WORD +

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of
God'’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

L: Areading from Zechariah.

°Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
'OHe will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

1 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
“God loves me, Jesus is my friend, and church is a great place to be. Amen.”

*The Nursery is available (ages 0-4 only, please) after the Children’s Message.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14
Refrain: (1% time played by organ only, 2™ time: cantor, 3™ time: congregation)
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LoOrD is full of com - pas - sion.
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®The LoRD is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
°LoRrD, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over ! all your works. R
10 All your works shall praise | you, O LORD,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
" They shall tell of the glory ! of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
2 that all people may know ! of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
3Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
through- ! out all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in ! all your works.
““The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who ! are bowed down. R



SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things
we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

L: A reading from Romans.

> I do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the
very thing | hate. ® Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good.
7But in fact it is no longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me. ** For | know
that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do
the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. ° For | do not do the good | want,
but the evil | do not want is what | do. °° Now if | do what | do not want, it is no
longer | who do it but sin that dwells within me.

*1So | find it to be a law that, when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. ?* For | delight in the law of God in my inmost self, >* but | see in my
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the
law of sin that dwells in my members. ** Wretched person that | am! Who will
rescue me from this body of death? ?°* Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ
our Lord!

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please rise)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.

Q Ilp | | I-‘ | &

©” - e e o o e
v - * ’ b ! ' ' !

Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks
God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: [Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] *° “To what will | compare this generation?
It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

7“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

8 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’;
Ythe Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.”

5 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; “° yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.

27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

’8“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and |
will give you rest. ?° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. *° For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ. (Please be seated)

SERMON



(Please rise)

HYMN OF THE DAY Light Dawns in a Weary World ELW 726
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1 Light dawns on a wea -1y world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love Zrows in a wea -ry world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea -1y world when crea-tures, once for -
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see all peo -ple’'s dig - m - ty. Light dawns on a
bread  and chil-dren’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness re - born. Hope blooms In a
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - ftice comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised green of E - den  comes.
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The trees shall clap their hands;

the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
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We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951




APOSTLES’ CREED
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs
of the world...

A: ... God of grace,
C: receive our prayer.

P: ...through Jesus Christ our Savior. C: Amen.
PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you. (Please be seated after passing of the peace)

Important Note on the Passing of Peace: In the spirit of love and care we ask everyone to
be mindful of one another’s comfort as we pass the peace.

If you prefer not to shake hands or hug, please simply hold up a peace sign or wear a red
bracelet or sticker. We will honor these signals when used, by sharing verbal and visual
greetings without touch. Otherwise, you can safely assume that a handshake is welcome.

Green = contact is okay = cautious, please ask Red = no contact today



+ THE MEAL +

OFFERING SONG:
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” arr. K. Lee Scott
Susan Hires, vocal solo

OFFERING PRAYER (Please rise)

A: Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and
winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving
your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. C: Amen.

No checkbook? Scan the QR box to give online!
Or use the Vanco app on your phone. Cash or check offerings may be placed in the offering
plates at the back when entering, or during the passing of the peace.

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 206)
: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T 0 O 009

It is indeed right...

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  (ELW p. 207)
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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san-na in the high - est; ho -san - na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord...
...saying: take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
C: Do this for the remembrance of me.
P: ...saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for

all people for the forgiveness of sin.
C: Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208)

P: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



INVITATION TO COMMUNION (Please be seated)
P: Come...

o At this time, you may come forward via the center aisle to receive communion.
° ALL here are welcome to commune.
° Hold your hands open to receive a wafer from the pastor or assisting minister, or
hands down to receive a blessing only.
° Gluten-free wafers are available at the usher’s table or from pastor at the altar.
° Dip the wafer into one of the following:
o Silver chalice (wine) °  Ceramic chalice (grape juice)
o Take and eat, then return to your seat after communing.
° You may also go up to the altar from the side doors if you wish to kneel for prayer.

LAMB OF GOD (ELW p. 208)
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1 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

POST COMMUNION BLESSING (Please rise)

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with
the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a
broken world. Channel our common life toward the common good, following the
way our Savior leads us now and forever.

C: Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING

P: The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, & one God,
bless you and equip you for living and serving, today and every day.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN This is My Song ELW 887
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1 This is my song, O God of all the na - tions,
My coun-try’s  skies are blu-er than the o - cean,

3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s king-doms,
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a song of peace for lands a - far and mine.
and sun - light beams on clo - ver - leaf and pine.
your king - dom come; on  earth your will be done.
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This is my home, the coun-try where my heart is;
But oth - er lands have  sun-light too, and clo - ver,
O God, be Iift - ed up tll all shall serve you,
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here are my  hopes, my dreams,my ho - ly shrine;
and skies are ev - 'ty - where as Dblue as mine
andhearts u - nit - ed learn to live as  one.
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but oth - er  hearts in oth - er lands are beat-ing
So hear my  song, (@) God of all the na - tions,
So hear my prayer, O God of all the na - tions;
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with hopes and dreams as  true and high as mine.
a song of peace for their land and for mine.
my - self 1 give you; let your will be done.
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Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 18911974, st. 3

Music: FINLANDIA, Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957




DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Postlude on "America the Beautiful" by David Pickering

Livestreaming: Deb Boatright

Acolyte/Crucifer:

Lector: Kevin Boatright

Altar Care: Janet Ross, Kathy Sumner Bryan, Sunnie Planthold
ASL: Sunnie Planthold

Ushers: Wally Brockhoff, Bill Mitchell, Ruth Shadel

Cantor: Ryan Devlin

Assisting Minister: Steve Ozark

Children’s Message: Cathy Box

Nursery: Morgan Sponholtz, Sonja Holmgren

READINGS AND PSALM: Sunday, July 12, 2026
Isaiah 55:10-13

Psalm 65:9-13

Romans 8:1-11

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; Psalmody: Augsburg Fortress, copyright © 2009. OneLicense.com license number A-728681



