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P: Pastor       A: Assisting Minister          L: Lector            C: Congregation  
“(ELW p. 123)” is liturgy (front of the hymnal); “ELW 123” is hymn (back of hymnal) 

 

 
PRELUDE  

Simple Gifts          arr. Richard Elliott 
 

* Please note your presence in the attendance pad, then pass to your neighbor. 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our hope, our heart, our home.  
C:  Amen. 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, we 
confess that we participate in systems that perpetuate oppression and injustice.  
 

We are often numb to the pain of the world around us, resistant to change that 
costs us something, and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. We sin 
against your good creation, failing to be faithful stewards of the land, the sea, 
and all their creatures. Make your home among us once more, O God, naming us 
beloved and opening our hearts to do your will.  
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: 
 

God knows you, forgives you by the self-giving of  Jesus Christ, 
and frees you to love the world as you have been loved. 
Creation’s story will not end until mourning, crying, and pain are no more. 
When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure. 
Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN                        Earth and All Stars!           ELW 731 

 



GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.     
C:  And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ACS p. 31)  

 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY      
P:  Let us pray. O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
in Christ you created the worlds, and your Spirit breathes life into the universe. 
We praise you for your wondrous creation. Bless us and all your handiwork with 
your infinite light, and direct our lives to the care of this good earth, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen.   (Please be seated) 
 

☩ THE WORD ☩ 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings 

to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that 

repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 

L: A reading from Ezekiel. 
 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to 
the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but 
their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from 
their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 
iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

 

  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 
how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and 
live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 
 

The word of the Lord.    
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

“God loves me, Jesus is my friend, and church is a great place to be.  Amen.” 
 
 
 

*The Nursery is available (ages 0-4 only, please) after the Children’s Message.  

 



 
PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40 
 
Refrain: (1st time played by organ only, 2nd time: cantor, 3rd time: congregation)  

 
Tone: 

 
 

 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 
   and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
   I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
   for that is | my desire. 
 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees 
   and not to | unjust gain. R 
 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
   give me life | in your way. 
 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
   which is for | those who fear you. 
 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
   because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
   by your righteousness en- | liven me. R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the 

person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 

L: A reading from Romans. 
 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any 
other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

 

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Please rise)  (ACS p. 33) 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go 

about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you 
have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others 
along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, 
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you 
as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.          
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.         (Please be seated)     
 
SERMON  
(Please rise) 
 

 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY             Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace         ELW 716 

 
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 



C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A:  We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator…  

A:  O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray… 
Hear us, O God, source of life and ground of our being,   
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  For the earth we pray….  Hear us, O God, our creator and fruitful garden, 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  For the nations we pray…  Hear us, O God, our stronghold and sun of justice, 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  For our country we pray…   
Hear us, O God, our guardian and rainbow of promise,   
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

A:  For those in need we pray…   
Hear us, O God, our healer and heart of the universe,    
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  … through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.     C:  Amen. 
PEACE      



P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you. (Please be seated after passing of the peace) 
 

Important Note on the Passing of Peace: In the spirit of love and care we ask everyone to 
be mindful of one another’s comfort as we pass the peace. 
 

If you prefer not to shake hands or hug, please simply hold up a peace sign or wear a red 
bracelet or sticker. We will honor these signals when used, by sharing verbal and visual 
greetings without touch. Otherwise, you can safely assume that a handshake is welcome. 
 

Green = contact is okay             Yellow = cautious, please ask               Red = no contact today 

 

☩ THE MEAL ☩  
 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
The Poor Orphan                 by Robert Schumann 
Sandy Cooper and Sunnie Planthold, clarinet duet 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  (Please rise) 
 

No checkbook? Scan the QR box to give online!  
Or use the Vanco app on your phone. Cash or check offerings may be placed in the offering 
plates at the back when entering, or during the passing of the peace. 

 
DIALOGUE  (ELW p. 206) 
P:  The Lord be with you.       
C:  And also with you.  
    

P:  Lift up your hearts.       
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

P:  It is indeed right…       
  

  …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY       (ACS p. 26) 



 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord…          
 

…saying: take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

   

C:  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P:  …saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

  

C:  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   (ELW p. 208) 



P:  Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION    (Please be seated) 

P:  Come… 
 

ͦ At this time, you may come forward via the center aisle to receive communion.  
ͦ ALL here are welcome to commune.   
ͦ Hold your hands open to receive a wafer from the pastor or assisting minister, or 
hands down to receive a blessing only.  
ͦ Gluten-free wafers are available at the usher’s table or from pastor at the altar. 
ͦ Dip the wafer into one of the following: 

ͦ Silver chalice (wine) ͦ     Ceramic chalice (grape juice) 
ͦ Take and eat, then return to your seat after communing. 
ͦ You may also go up to the altar from the side doors if you wish to kneel for prayer. 
 
LAMB OF GOD  (ACS p. 40) 

 
SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 



 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING     (Please rise) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

BLESSING  

P: Creator God bless you and keep you.  
Creating Christ shine through you with grace and mercy.  

Creative Spirit nourish you ☩ and give you peace.   
C: Amen. 
 
 

 
 

SENDING HYMN     Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee          ELW 836 



 
DISMISSAL      



A:  Go in peace. Flourish with creation. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS AND PSALM:  Sunday, September 13, 2026 
Genesis 50:15-21 
Psalm 103: 8-13 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 
Copyrights: Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved; Psalmody: Augsburg Fortress, copyright © 2009. OneLicense.com license number A-728681 

 

Livestreaming:  Ted Smith 
Acolyte/Crucifer:   
Lector:  Wally Brockhoff 
Altar Care: Cathy Schwabauer, Sandi Heline, Lynn Krusemark 
ASL: Sunnie Planthold 
Ushers:  Wally Brockhoff, Bill Mitchell, Ruth Shadel 
Cantor:  Ryan Devlin 
Assisting Minister:  Susan Hadl 
Children’s Message:  Pastor Jon Brudvig 
Nursery:  Dave Elson 
 


